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Autumn Newsletter 2015 (no 51)

Chairman’s Welcome
Twinning reaches milestone

For some of you who have been with Twinning since the beginning, it probably does not seem possible but we are now celebrating 20 years of partnership with Chantilly. Recently a delegation from Epsom and Ewell, including the present Mayor, Cllr Chris Frost, his predecessor Robert Foote and various other councillors, committee members and Twinning stalwarts went to Chantilly to mark the event. They were extremely well looked after, and the reports coming back indicate that it was an extremely successful  weekend at which ties of friendship were further cemented.
A special Epsom race was run at the Chantilly racecourse to mark the occasion, and some were fortunate I believe to have won a few Euros on the outcome!  I would like to thank all those who made the journey for their support and also to our friends in Chantilly for rolling out the red carpet in such style.
There will be other opportunities for Twinning members to further strengthen the close ties that exist over the next few months. A group from Epsom will again attend the Chantilly Christmas market, and if anyone is willing and able to assist by baking mince pies, Christmas puddings and the like, please get in touch with Anne Richardson, membership secretary.
Next year of course we will be welcoming choirs from Chantilly and from their twin towns of Watermael-Boitsfort and Überlingen to Epsom and Ewell for the Twin Towns Choral Festival. This will give us a chance to mark 20 years of twinning, which occurs in 2015 or 2016 depending on which side of the Channel you are on!  You will find an update about the Choral Festival in this newsletter.  If you are able to help even in a small way please let Diana Deavin know.  Fundraising is going well, but there is still a long way to go, and there are many opportunities to offer support for this exciting and important event for our Borough.
Last but not least many of you will know that England has qualified for the Euro 2016 football finals in France. It has been decided the team will be based in Chantilly throughout their stay in the tournament - hopefully longer than the rugby team - using the facilities of the luxurious Auberge du Jeu de Paume hotel. To mark the occasion Epsom & Ewell Football Club have been invited to take part in a small tournament with other twinning teams next June in Chantilly.  It should be an exciting opportunity for them and a chance for us all to build new links with our twin town.
Cllr. Clive Woodbridge, Chairman
Twinning Association AGM – Tuesday 23 June
  
Our Annual General Meeting was held at the Town Hall on Tuesday 23rd June.  
Our Chair Clive introduced the new Mayor, Cllr Chris Frost who made a statement, saying our Association is another example of those who give so much to the Borough. Volunteers keep Twinning alive he said, and complimented them for their contribution.
Clive then gave his Chairman’s report on our activities over the past year, and also our plans for the coming year 2016 which is going to be a particularly challenging year for Epsom, when we will host the Twin Towns Choral Festival.  We will be looking for a lot of support from members and from everyone in the Borough to make this a success. 

Margaret Nightingale, Secretary

Fundraising Events for the Choral Festival

Recently members’ have held various events at their homes to help raising funds for the Choral Festival next year.

Barbecue at Madan Cottage – Saturday 18 July
Fifty people joined Clive and Anne in their garden on one of the few very hot days of the summer, for a fund-raising barbecue. Clive worked over the hot coals to feed us all, with salads and puddings supplied by Diana Deavin, Josie Bobbitt and Carol Thorley, and tombola gifts supplied by our members.
We were thankful for the shade from the gazebos as we enjoyed some very tasty food. The games were played by everyone with many winners. All in all it was a very pleasant way to spend a summer’s afternoon. 
Anne Richardson, Membership Secretary
Bank Holiday party – Monday 31 August
Sadly it poured with rain August bank holiday, and the event was only saved by the tent which Brian Angus erected over the lawn in Margaret’s back garden. This enabled the party to go ahead: we had many attractive stalls, though of course with a reduced attendance the takings were smaller, but there was a jolly atmosphere throughout, and a glass of Prosecco to cheer the stall holders at the end of the afternoon

Margaret Nightingale, Secretary
Cream Tea party – Saturday 19 September
Jill and Mike held their Pop-Up Cream Tea event in their garden in Fetcham. The sun shone, about 45 people came, and it went beautifully.  Josie made some delicious traybakes, Anita brought pretty cups and saucers, and Anne ran the tombola, so it was a combined effort, enjoyed by everyone.
Jill Preiss, Member

So members, please join in our fundraising campaign and feel free to organise your own events and invite your friends to widen the appeal!  If you would like some help, please contact any member of the committee.  Thank you.

EPSOM FUNDAY – Sunday 20 September

The Rotary Fun Day, held this year in Horton Country Park on Sunday 20th September was again rewarded by fine warm weather, an ingredient essential to success.  With many charities and sports organisations from within the Borough having representative stands, the field was full of activity all day both from visitors and stall holders.
Amongst those stalls was our own from Twinning, a large tent being erected the previous day by Brian Angus.  Our site was readily identifiable by the large national flags of France and the United Kingdom. 

In addition to Twinning information, inside the tent were games, the emphasis on the day being "Fun": and a section of the "Twinning Railway" (vintage clockwork and hand-built battery-powered large-scale trains) to represent Epsom and Chantilly. 
Throughout the day we welcomed and entertained over 100 visitors, including our MP, Chris Grayling, and the Mayor and Mayoress of Epsom, Councillors Chris and Liz. Frost.  With so many stalls, competition for attention was stiff but we were able to publicise the Twinning message and the 2016 Choral Festival to many interested visitors.

Thanks to everyone who helped and to all the Twinning members who called at the stand, including Anne and Clive Richardson, Gill Walton, Cllr Clive Woodbridge and Mary, Trevor Taylor, Diana and Richard Deavin, and Carol and Ron Thorley.  We are particularly grateful to Brian Angus who not only kindly provided his tent at a very generous discount but also organised the erection and dismantling of the stand.
We must thank also the generosity of Epsom Rotary Club in providing our site at nil cost. The Fun Day was not particularly profitable but the publicity gained was immeasurable.
Peter Hardy, Committee member

COME AND SING LAUNCHES EUROPE IN HARMONY

On 26th September the Association held a “Come and Sing” in the magnificent chapel of Epsom College as a fund raiser for next summer’s Choral Festival of the Twin Towns, now titled “Europe in Harmony”.  64 singers from 18 choirs as far afield as Putney, Horsley and Shalford rehearsed Haydn’s “Creation” under the direction of Justin Lavender, Musical Director of the Festival.  
Afternoon tea was served, followed by an informal Concert, given before a small but enthusiastic audience.  Local Soprano Debra Morley was joined by Joel Williams, Tenor and Tom Ping, Bass-baritone, both students of Justin.  Peter Lutton, also local, was organist, and special thanks go to chorus member Rhian Davies from St Mary’s Ewell who filled in at no notice as Alto in the finale.

Justin is an accomplished operatic singer and teacher and his coaching in a more openly dramatic approach to the music was innovative and stimulating for the singers. The concert was enjoyed by performers and audience alike, and the evening was rounded off with a glass of Prosecco. 
Our thanks are due to Epsom College for their hospitality and to non-singing members of the Association who assisted in every way from “front of house” to pouring the Prosecco.
It is fair to say that the Choral Festival is now well and truly launched and the word is spreading. This event also made a substantial contribution to festival funds.
If you want to know more about the Festival speak to a committee member or visit www.epsomtwinning.com 
Richard Deavin

Les Soirées Françaises 
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We have held successful Soirées on Mondays 6 July, 7 September and 12 October at Anne’s and at Margaret’s.  We can report on the continuing popularity of the Soirées which are well attended and are now being held every month.
	


[image: C:\Users\Margaret\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\96SC1LT7\image001.png]Both beginners and advanced all seem happy with the evenings. We do crosswords and read magazine articles, interspersed with simple conversation.  You are welcome to bring your own contribution, and we hope are looking forward to the next one!  
This will be on Monday 2nd November chez Margaret.  You’ll get a reminder, but please note the date in your diary, and let her know if you’re coming, so she has an idea of numbers.
Margaret Nightingale, Secretary

20th Anniversary visit (1995-2015) to Chantilly 9-10 October

It gives me great pleasure to report on the recent visit by members of the Twinning committee and Epsom and Ewell Borough Council to Chantilly to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of Town Twinning between the two towns.

The trip started with a visit to the France Galop racecourse on Friday 9th.  The meeting included a special commemorative race, the ‘Prix du 20ème Anniversaire du Jumelage Epsom/Chantilly’ which was won by a horse called Estikmal, an Irish horse trained locally. This set the scene for the special relationship that exists between the two twinning committees and their hard-working members.  The day had started with the inauguration of a plaque, similar to the ones on the Borough boundary posts, presented by Epsom and Ewell to the Chantilly Mayor, Monsieur Eric Woerth.  This was followed by a light buffet lunch, and a presentation to the winning jockey who had ridden Estikmal to victory.

Saturday 10th retained the horse theme, with an early morning visit to a trainer’s yard where the group were shown around the facilities by the yard manager and watched many of the racehorses put through their paces along the specially designed all-weather gallops. The yard’s owner, Madame Christiane Head-Maarek, spoke about how her horses are trained and what she looks for in a good, fast 2-year old racehorse.  
The group was then taken to the Bourillon Cemetery where many of the original British families who brought horse-racing to Chantilly are buried. Many, like the Cunningtons and Watsons, were part of the Carter dynasty’s 15 direct descendants who in turn became trainers. 
We continued with a walk to the Saturday market where the local brass band played in the sunshine.  In the afternoon, the group split, with some visiting the fabulous Chateau and others going for an historic walk around the town, taking in the history of the manufacture of the famous Chantilly porcelain.  
In the evening an anniversary dinner was held at the Salle du Bouteiller for the Epsom delegation and many guests who had been associated with twinning over the 20 years. We heard the wonderful Menestrel children’s choir sing, their first song was sung in English and was about unity and harmony of the two nations.  A second student group from the College des Bourgognes put on a short bilingual play covering the war periods 1914-1918 and 1939-1945 and what the French people had endured.  Not surprisingly, both performances brought the house down.
A sumptuous buffet dinner was then served, during which speeches were made by the Mayors and twinning representatives of both towns and gifts exchanged, including a special framed print of the Epsom Derby from the Epsom and Ewell Mayor, Councillor Chris Frost, presented to Monsieur Eric Woerth, Mayor of Chantilly.

The welcome warmth and hospitality of the people of Chantilly will be long remembered, they brought out the very best of what camaraderie is all about.  Vive la France!

Keith Partridge, Councillor 
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council

PS to the visit to Chantilly

[image: H:\MARGARET\St Peters  (7 of 11).jpg]As long-standing members of Twinning and of St Martin’s Church and more recently of Epsom Rotary, Richard and I were honoured to be invited to a gala dinner at the Chantilly racecourse on the evening of our arrival in Chantilly. This was held to commemorate 150 years of English involvement in the racing industry in Chantilly and of the establishment of the English Church, St Peter’s.   It was also a major fundraiser for the latest phase of the restoration work of the church. 

A fascinating new book, in French: –  
“CHANTILLY – Les Anglais, les Courses “la Branche des Quinze” traces the 15 descendants of the first Mr Carter mentioned in the visit report (and their descendants) and will be sold in aid of the Church restoration fund. It will be available next month at €50 + p&p. There is a pre-publication offer of €45, and a discount for 10+ copies.  I am happy to take orders at the pre-publication price (by 14 November with payment please), which can be collected at the Christmas market in December thereby saving postage.  Please contact me if this is of interest via email at diana@epsomtwinning.com,   My phone no. appears at the end of the newsletter.

Diana Deavin, Vice Chair and Liaison Officer

Members’ Dinners

We have a growing group of members who enjoy meeting and finding out the latest twinning news at our dinners.  If you haven’t come to one yet, please be assured you will be met with a warm welcome. 
[image: ]Our next meal will be on Monday 16th November at a new venue, the Olive Tree Restaurant at Ashtead Park Garden Centre. This is instead of the Curry Night, which has been postponed.  It will be a fund-raising evening to which you are welcome to bring friends.  More information and menus will be sent to members in due course. 
The Olive Tree is having a make-over at the moment, becoming larger and able to cater for evening meals as well as lunches.  Our member Christine’s son Charlie is Chef there, so we are sure of a warm welcome and authentic French dinner!

The Christmas meal will be at the Chalk Lane Hotel, on 1st December.  It has become a favourite of ours over the last few years, and we can be sure of a warm welcome and festive atmosphere. 
Anne Richardson, Membership Secretary

Echange sejour linguistique (Exchange language stay)

Diana has received the following email from a lady who lives near Paris who is looking for an exchange family:

“Bonjour, Je m'appelle Isabelle, je suis française, j'ai 41 ans et j'habite en France proche de Paris.
Je souhaiterai faire un échange de séjour linguistique avec une famille anglaise.
Je souhaiterai être accueillie avec ma fille de 12 ans pour une durée de 1 semaine puis en retour accueillir des membres de cette famille chez moi en France.
Ceci est dans le but de se perfectionner en anglais et français par immersion totale au sein d'une famille, mais aussi découvrir une culture.
Parmi votre entourage, connaitriez vous des familles qui pourraient être intéressées par ce projet ?
Merci par avance. 
Cordialement  Isabelle “

If you are interested in replying to Isabelle, please contact Diana on diana@epsomtwinning.com   or tel  01372 727382 / 07778 935341
Chantilly Christmas Market – 12-13 December [image: ]

Now is the time when we start to plan for our Twinning stall at the market in Chantilly.  Pudding making has begun, and I will be asking for help with mini mince pies and baby Christmas cakes shortly. 
However, if you want to experience a typical French Christmas market, whilst showing people what the English enjoy in the festive season, or if you would like to practise your French as you talk about twinning opportunities in Epsom, why not join us?
We are looking for volunteers to help us mann the Twinning Association stand at Chantilly Market for the weekend of 12-13 December.
We take mince pies, crackers and other typically English goods and have fun explaining them to the French. We give out leaflets about the Borough of Epsom and Ewell. You will need your winter woollies, as it can be very cold, but there is always a Vin Chaud nearby. The more people come, the more free time you will get to buy your last minute presents, visit the other stalls, take a walk to the Chateau or even have a cup of tea in the English shop!  If you would like to join us please contact a committee member.
Those of you who cannot come but would like to contribute could perhaps donate some crackers?
Anne Richardson, Membership Secretary


Choral Festival of the Twin Towns – 30 June-3 July 2016

I am delighted to report that we have made an excellent start on fundraising and plans for next year’s choral festival:
· Visiting choirs from Chantilly, Watermael-Boitsfort and Überlingen have accepted the official invitation from the Borough to attend the Festival and have nominated their choirs. We are very lucky to have eminent tenor and vocal coach, Justin Lavender, as Festival Musical Director, and he is now in touch with the choirs about concert programmes for next year.
· Local choirs have agreed to participate including Epsom Chamber Choir, Epsom Male Voice Choir, Epsom Choral Society, and Ewell Ladies, along with the Silver Band, and we are talking to a number of other choirs eager to join in. In addition, we have 11 local schools keen to sing in the opening schools day on 30 June which will kick off the festival.
· We are very grateful to the many twinning members and friends who have generously supported some successful events, such as the summer barbecue, Sponsalia concert, Bank holiday garden party and the Come and Sing day, as well as agreeing to be Friends and Private Sponsors of the Festival. Please look out for forthcoming events, and bring your family and friends along. Do also consider whether you can become a Friend or Private Sponsor or organise your own event, however modest, in the coming months.
· Good news on the sponsorship front! We have signed up Toyota, Epsom Coaches and Nuffield Health as major sponsors, and secured grants from Surrey County Council thanks to local councillors Tina Mountain, Jan Mason and John Beckett. Also we have some generous offers of benefit in kind, notably from Epsom College and the Ashley Centre, and a number of small businesses including the NE Surrey Federation of Small Businesses, Angus Tents and others offering practical support and buying advertising space in our programme. We can’t afford to be complacent, so please think if you know any likely targets and let me know.
All very encouraging, and we are now confident we will make it happen. We have a strong team in place to take on many of the leading roles, as well as many offers of help along the way and during the Festival weekend. If you haven’t yet volunteered, particularly if you feel you could take on a leading role now, such as coordinating accommodation or in any of the areas mentioned above, please get in touch without delay.

Diana Deavin, Vice Chair and Festival Coordinator
diana@epsomtwinning.com       01372 727382/07778 935341
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Some items hot off the press from the latest Chantilly magazine 

Goss International Europe s'installe à Chantilly : une bonne nouvelle sur le terrain de l’emploi ! 

[image: ]On the 20th July Goss International Corporation, an American manufacturer of printing presses, moved into freshly renovated premises in Guilleminot, Chantilly. 
Good news for job seekers. Goss is a market leader as newspapers and magazines worldwide are printed on their machines. “Le Point’ is a good example. The company originated in Paris 170 years ago, has merged with French partners, has been bought by Germans, before being acquired by Goss International in 2004. There are 100 jobs on the Chantilly site, which focus on sales and after sales service of the machines, as well as R&D. Chantilly was chosen because of its’ proximity to the airport and the station, with travel being an important element for the sales teams. Also, Chantilly is a very welcoming town, great hotels and restaurants, many services, attractive to clients and staff alike.


Alison Chatterton, Committee member


	Calendar of Future Events

	2015
	

	Monday 2 November
	Soirée Française chez Margaret

	Tuesday 10 November
	Rotary French-speaking competition

	Monday 16 November
	Dinner at Olive Tree Restaurant Ashtead Park

	Sunday 29 November
	French Breakfast at Madan Cottage

	Tuesday 1 December
	Formal Christmas Dinner at Chalk Lane

	Monday 6 December
	Soirée Française chez Anne

	Saturday 12 – Sunday 13 December
	Christmas Market in Chantilly

	
	

	2016
	

	Saturday 30 January
	Burns Night at United Reformed Church

	Saturday 5 March
	Quiz Night at United Reformed Church

	
	

	Saturday 4 June
	Derby Day Party in Margaret’s garden

	Thurs 30 June – Sunday 3 July
	Choral Festival of the Twin Towns in Epsom



Committee for 2015/16

Cllr Clive Woodbridge – Chairman					0208 3932853
Mrs Diana Deavin – Vice-Chair/Liaison Officer			01372 727382	
Mr Brian Vandervilt - Treasurer    					0208 3958996
Mrs Margaret Nightingale – Secretary/ Newsletter Editor	01372 209704
Mrs Anne Richardson – Membership Secretary			01372 723698
Mrs Alison Chatterton 						01372 811099
Mr Cyril Frazer        							0208 3933628
Mr Peter Hardy							01372 721148	
Mr Martin Lewis							0208 3933877 
Mr Norman Shipley							07903 544546
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr Keith Partridge							01372 740602						

Representatives of Local Groups supporting Twinning

Mr Colin Peel – Epsom Rotary
Mr Richard Deavin – Epsom Rotary
Mrs Jill Preiss – Epsom Choral Society
Mr Frank Warren – Epsom Model Railway Club
Ms Janee Foxon – Sponsalia Chamber Choir
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